ARTE MORIS

“Living Art”

East Timor’s not-for-profit, free Art School and Cultural Center

Rua dos Mártires da Patria, Comoro, Dili, East Timor

Po Box 166, Correios Central, Dili, East Timor

E-mail: admin@artemoris.org
Website: www.artemoris.org

Tel: (+670) 723 3507
INTRODUCTION

Established in East Timor’s capital Dili in February 2003, Arte Moris is the first Fine Arts School, Cultural Center and Artists’ Association in the world’s youngest democracy. 
Arte Moris was born in the aftermath of 25 years of Indonesian military occupation and the extremely violent events following the August 1999 referendum, which ultimately led to the restoration of independence on May 20th 2002. Its primary aim is to use art as a building block in the psychological and social reconstruction of a country devastated by violence, with special emphasis on helping its young citizens. 

The Honorary Patron of Arte Moris is Dr. José Ramos Horta, the 1996 Nobel Peace Laureate and President of the Democratic Republic Timor-Leste. 


This project was the idea of Swiss artist Luca Gansser and cultural coordinator Gabriela Gansser, who turned it into reality with the help of a group of talented young people, the first fine art students at the school. 

Today, these original students have become a class of about 30 ‘seniors’, who live and work at the school, sharing the responsibilities of its day-to-day management whilst passing on their knowledge of administration, accountancy and general organization to the next generation of junior students. 

The school runs daily courses in drawing and painting for more than 100 junior students from the age of 12 years. They study art under the guidance of Luca Gansser, international visiting artists and the senior students themselves, who have been trained in art education. 

Arte Moris has developed into a real cultural centre thanks to the collaboration with the theatre troupe “Bibi Bulak”. This association is very close to the East Timorese community and shares the same aims as the school: to use the arts to help people rebuild their lives. 
 

Arte Moris and Bibi Bulak operate independently but put their energies together to help the East Timorese in capacity building, becoming more aware and involved, building cohesiveness in their communities, and finding hope and joy for the future.

Apart from its initial cathartic role, which was amply demonstrated in the first works of youngsters traumatized by past events (pictures depicting rapes, murders and torture), Arte Moris has helped the students to acquire self-esteem through their skills and to become more involved in the world around them. 

Arte Moris was awarded the United Nations Human Rights prize in 2003 for its promotion of Freedom of Expression.
VISION AND Practice

Principles

The vision and day-to-day practice of ARTE MORIS is one of creativity, cooperation and commitment to artistic endeavor. These priorities combine with an open-door policy to create an environment in which young East Timorese from all backgrounds can feel comfortable to participate in classes and express themselves freely through fine art.

PERSONAL GROWTH

Part of the school’s vision is to encourage students’ personal growth, individual and communal self-esteem, and other life skills.

While classroom settings primarily develop artistic skills and talents, just as important is the actual process of learning – with its associated successes and failures - in an atmosphere of guidance and encouragement which allows students to experiment, build self-confidence and expand upon their own vision of themselves and their new nation.

SELF DETERMINATION & Capacity-Building

The ultimate aim for the founders is to see ARTE MORIS attended and operated entirely by East Timorese staff. To this end, senior students are actively involved in the daily management and administration of the school - including organization of collaborative efforts with local NGO’s and other artists’ groups, hosting of visitors, the planning and presenting of fine art exhibitions and creating jobs through work contracts.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

Arte Moris demonstrates its commitment to fine art and the students by hosting and liaising with international artists. In the process of exchanging ideas and techniques with overseas artists, students encounter the reality of art as a viable livelihood. The school also presents exhibitions of the artworks overseas and sends its students to study at art related institutions.

Activities

The school’s initial objectives remain as important now as when the school first opened its doors. Specific activities include providing young people the following free of charge:

· Teaching and development of fine art skills (painting, sculpture, drawing, etc.) and handicrafts to senior and junior students on a daily basis.

· Materials, including canvases, oil, watercolor, and acrylic paints, hand and electric tools.
· Environmental education and awareness through recycling of waste materials, such as those found in town and on beaches.

· Collaboration with other creative groups (theatre, music, literary).

· Exhibition space and outlets for their works (in and outside the school) in order to procure sales that will benefit the students and assist the school in its day-to-day running (the students receive 50% of the selling price, while the school keeps the remainder for the purchase of further materials and the payment of salaries).

· In order to give an opportunity to youth from all over the country to enjoy these benefits the school organizes workshops in Dili and throughout the districts for youth groups, street children, orphans and other disadvantaged people.

The seniors:

· Participate in the maintenance of their living quarters, studio rooms and the school’s exhibition spaces as well as in the preparation of food.

· Execute contract work (e.g. mural and sign painting, illustration and workshop facilitation) in order to generate an income for themselves and the school 
· Gain exposure to the national and international fine arts communities through workshops with visiting artists, educational trips and exhibitions.
· Train to become art teachers, illustrators, cartoonists and other art-related professionals by teaching the junior students and offering workshops in Dili and the districts. 

· Receive English and Portuguese lessons

· Receive cultural management lessons

· Receive computer classes

FACILITIES AND RESOURCES

Within its first year of operation, the rapid expansion of the ARTE MORIS free art school has seen it move from a private house in Quintal Ki'ik to a Government-owned complex of buildings in Comoro.

Thanks to these larger facilities the school now comprises:

· Indoor and outdoor classroom spaces

· Resource Center: School library; Daily newspapers Timor Post, Tempo Semanal, Art Monthly (Australian art magazine), Art & Australia; Viewing of art related movies, movies on social and society issues etc.

· Carpentry and welding workshop

· Carving and sculpture area

· Gallery space for artworks for sale 

· Permanent Collection gallery

· Music and drama space currently occupied by the Bibi Bulak theatre and music troupe

· Rehearsal room for music groups

· Space for outside groups to present their activities, hold conferences, events, and presentations. 

LOCATION

ARTE MORIS is housed in the former premises of the National Museum and more recently the UN Hospital on the main road, Comoro. Coming from Nicolau Lobato Airport and before the main Comoro Bridge, look for the big red dome on your left. Coming from town, we are located after the main Comoro Bridge just past the Academia de Policia on your right. 

Achievements 

School achievements include involvement in collaborative projects and community events. These projects present the opportunity for students to demonstrate their skills and talents in the context of the wider community. Here is a selection of the works done:  
Projects related to Peace-Building and Conflict Resolution: 

· Victim’s Dignity Restoration Workshop with the Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR) (2003, 2006)
· Workshop and campaign for Children’s Rights with the HOPE orphanage children in Metinaro, Atauro, Gleno and Ermera (2003, 2004, 2005)
· Creativity classes for people detained in Becora prison in collaboration with PRADET, with adults, then children. (2003, 2006, 2007) 
· Illustrating the report about ‘Research on Customary Dispute Resolution& Proposed Mediation Model for the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste’ for the Peace and Democracy Foundation(2005) 
· Mural Painting for CARE International with the participation of the youth of Bairo Pité. (2005, 2006)
· Workshop on Human Rights in collaboration with UNOTIL (2005)
· Posters, banners and graffiti for the Resistance Peace Campaign in collaboration with Dr Jose Ramos-Horta and Hahi Ita Rain (Celebrate our Country), the event office of PM (2006)
· Banner Timor Ida Deit (One Timor Only) for CRS (Catholic Relief Service) (2006) 
· Illustrations for a booklet “UNPOL- Behaviour and Conduct” for Human Rights and Transitional Justice Unit UNMIT (2006)
· Graffiti all over town supported by UNDP (2006)

· Creation of panels and supervision of a nation-wide graffiti competition for the cultural week “Dreaming Timor Leste” organized by USAID; retouching of the graffiti and monitoring of their exhibition (2007)
Projects related to Environmental Awareness:

· Illustrations for “Oinsa atu halo Kantadeiru” a permaculture manual in collaboration with OXFAM, Great Britain (2004)

· Creation of illustrated diagrams on the protection of water sources for Concern (2005)

· “Expo Popular III – Sustentabilidade Agrikultura Timor Lorosa’e”, Parco Borje, Motael organized by Hasatil. Installations on environmental issues. (2005)

· Illustrations & drawings for the 150-page guidebook entitled ‘Hadomi Rai, Hadomi Ema, Ba Futuru Timor-Leste Nian’ in collaboration with PERMATIL and OXFAM (2005)
· Illustrations for ICRC on catastrophe management (2006)

· Posters on sustainable agriculture for PERMATIL (2007)

Projects related to Civic Education and Democracy: 

· Illustrations of parliament settings and members for a publication entitled ‘An Introduction to Parliament’ and development of a new logo for the NP commissioned by UNDP (2005)
· Panels and posters for elections of Xefe Aldeia & Suku (UNDP Local Government Project) (2005)
· Illustrations for presidential elections for the National Electoral Commission CNE and UNDP 

· Cartoons for the weekly newspaper "Diario Semanal". (2007)

· Large thematic panel for the 2nd Anniversary of Luta Hamutuk "Hatene Hodi Hadia" (2007)  

Projects related to Health: 

· A donation of painted panels to Dr. Daniel’s famous Bairo Pité Free Medical Clinic (2003)

· Production of backdrops for a short film commissioned by the Alola Foundation (2003)

· Mural paintings on Dili Stadium walls in collaboration with a UNICEF vaccination campaign (2003)
· Posters for the International AIDS campaign – in collaboration with Church World Service (2003) 
· Mural painting on water tanks about proper usage of water for Cooperação Café Timor, in Ermera District (2004)
· Painted banners for a breast feeding campaign commissioned by Alola Foundation (2007)
Projects related to Domestic Violence: 

· Posters on domestic violence for JSMP NGO. (2006)

· Illustrations anger and sadness management leaflet for PRADET Local NGO. (2006)
Projects related to Education: 

· Trimester teacher training courses – in collaboration with Instituto Camões and Ministry of Education & Culture (2004)
· 60 Illustrations for the Portuguese manual “A Língua Portuguese e as Profissões” for IEFP Portugal (2003) 
· Training of FCJ staff and workshop, in collaboration with UNICEF (2004)

· Seminar to discuss the creation of a handbook “Manual de Língua Tetun” for primary schools based on the Tetun language. (2004)
· Illustrations for a series of books about “How to start your own enterprise”, ILO and Ministry of Labour (2004)
· Facilitation of a national primary school drawing competition – in collaboration with Lafaek Magazine (CARE International). Over 50,000 entries were received from all over East Timor (2003, 2006)

· Facilitation of a Mitsubishi Award drawing competition in collaboration with The Ministry of Education and Culture (2004)

· Creativity classes for pupils at Dili International School (2005)

· Creativity classes for pupils at the Quality International School (2006)
· Thematic photos for Primary School Books for Alola Foundation. (2007)
Cultural Events:  

· “Primeira Festa Popular” of Arte Moris. Exhibition, workshops (at Arte Moris) and performances in collaboration with Bibi Bulak and the music group Estrela do Mar (2003)
· Concert and performance night with Australian Clarinet player Ros Dunlop (music and images), East Timorese music group Rai Na’in (traditional and contemporary music) and friends of Arte Moris (2003)
· “Arte Moris First Anniversary Party” Performances by The Arte Moris All Stars, Bibi Bulak and “Estrela do Mar” (2004)
· Fundraising concert for Rai Na’in with the Arte Moris All Stars, Ros Dunlop, Bibi Bulak and various other guests (2004) “
· International Labour Day concert and events – including performances by Rai Na’in, The Arte Moris All Stars, Bibi Bulak and the Arte Moris Haka-Drum Sextet at Parco Borje Motael (2004)

· Senior students accompanied Australian musician & music researcher, Ros Dunlop, to Kutet in Oecussi and held workshops with 150 children in an orphanage set up and run by Father Richard Dashbach (2005)

· Stomp lessons with the Dili International School prior to a major performance (2005)

· Djembe and Drawing Classes in the IDP Camp Dom Bosco. (2006)

· Drumming session in occasion of ANZAC Day at Esplanada Hotel. (2007) 

· Concerts at St. Cruz Cemetery, organized by GTZ. (2007) 
· Djembe performances at Dom Bosco, Lospalos. (2007)
Capacity-building:

· Establishment of an Arte Moris branch in Baucau at the initiative of some students in March. (2007)

· Each month, 4 junior students from Arte Moris Afalyca in Baucau come to Dili for 2 weeks to follow classes and learn new skills. Ongoing (2007)
· Monthly workshops in Arte Moris Afalyca in Baucau by 2 senior students from Arte Moris Dili (book-binding, lino-print, acrylic painting). Ongoing (2007)
In order to give an opportunity to the students to broaden their vision of art and of the life of an artist, as well as means of personal development, artists and volunteers from all horizons come to Arte Moris to pass on their knowledge and share their passion.  
Painting and mixed media techniques

· Drawing, watercolor and lino printing courses held by Australian artist Susan Sutton. (2003, 2004)
· Collage workshop conducted by English artist Amanda King. (2003) 
· Various workshops and art-teachers’ training by the Mexican artist Enrique Espinosa Cruz. (2003) 
· Workshop on clay sculptures, conducted by Indonesian artist Agustinus Dwijo Adi Handoyo. (2004)
· Workshop on sketch drawing with Ali Ma’ruf. (2004) 
· Bookbinding workshops held by Natalie Quintos Uhing and Kris Larsen: Codex and Japanese Stab-Binding techniques. (2005) 
· Tin can recycling workshop by Charles Bonhomme, Head of Cooperation, French Embassy (2005) 
· Glass bead making held by Mark Stansbury from U.S.A. (2005)
· Water-based color portrait painting held by Michael Andrew Smaron from Australia. (2005)
· Cartoon & illustration classes with Claudia Neupert, Chile. (2007)

· Drawing and painting classes for juniors with Roxana De Cesare, Argentina (July 2007)
· Innovative technique using mixed media with Krina Flower, Italian artist based in Bali (July 2007)
· Workshop on drawing and painting flowers by using different media with Philippine artist Brando Bati, in collaboration with the Philippine Embassy (August 2007)
Music

· Workshop on African percussion and drum making, courses on traditional African rhythms, Rock, Rap and Reggae, conducted by German musicians & instrument makers Harald Nehmert and Karin Huttary. (2004)
· Music class with Swiss composer Michele Rusconi, course on how to construct a melody, ear training, rhythms etc. (July 2007)  
History of art

· History of art lessons with Maria Madeira, Timorese artist based in Australia (June 2006)
· History of art lessons with Mark Drenhaus (June-July 2007)
Video and photography

· Practical photography and video production workshops with Lian Justisa Australia. Aug-Oct (2006)

Languages and personal development

· English lessons, for the senior students, conducted by Holden Basch, Samantha Brumpton (2003, 2004), Tim Steiner (2005, Sept-Nov 2006), Charline Bodin (April-Sept 2006).

· Cultural management classes by Charline Bodin (April-Sept 2006)

· Portuguese & English lessons with Samantha Pearson (Nov to Dec 2006) 
· English lessons with Mark Drenhaus (June-July 2007)
Computer Skills

· Accounting classes with Michelle Cristobal, since December 2006, ongoing.

· Computer classes; Adobe Photoshop, MS Word, MS Excel, Power Point, and Windows Movie Maker with Ira Leonora K. Devi, (Oct - Dec 2006 and Feb-April 2007)
Educational Stays Overseas

Australia

· Darwin, The Charles Darwin University and The Darwin-Dili Sister City Ctee, 5 students (Aug 2004) 

· Sydney: COFA (College of Fine Art, NSW University), 5 students (Nov 04 and 06), 1 student (Dec 05), Willoughby Workshop Art Centre NSW, course and exhibition, 3 students (Oct-Nov 2006)

· Melbourne: 1 student (Nov 2005 –Feb 2006)  
· Tony (José de Jesus Amaral) is the first senior student to obtain a scholarship for a 6 months English course at the TAFE Sydney Institute that is to be completed so that he can start a 3 years bachelor in fine art at the National Art School in 2008.  
Switzerland

· Promotional and educational stay, 2 exhibitions in Geneva UN Palais des Nations and Zurich ICS, AM director Iliwatu (Julianto Pereira) and Tony B. (José de Jesus Amaral) (March- April 2006).
· Promotional stay for Mong (Simao Cardoso Pereira) invited by the RTSI (Swiss Italian Radio and Television) for the follow-up of documentary on Arte Moris “Paint me a life” (June 2007)
Indonesia

· Educational trip to Bali by 2 senior students accompanied by Gabriela Gansser (January 2004).
· Silk-Screen printing courses for Abino and Savio in Bali (October 2006). 
National & International Exhibitions: 

Timor- Leste
· Paintings are displayed for sale at the Vasco da Gama Hotel and Restaurant.(Since 2004, ongoing)

· Paintings are displayed for sale at the Hotel Timor. Ongoing. (Since 2004, ongoing)

· Permanent exhibition of paintings at Hotel Esplanada (Since 2004, ongoing)
· “Primeira Feira do Livro Lusófono”(the 1st Portuguese Language Book Fair), Mercado Lama (2003)
· “Timor a Arte na Tela”, Instituto Camões, in collaboration with Fundação Oriente(2003)
· “Restoration of Independence Exhibition” at Hotel Dili (2003)
· “Arte Moris”, Centro Juvenil Padre António Vieira, Taibessi(2003)
· “Donors Conference for East Timor” Hotel Timor (2003)
· “Third Anniversary Celebration of the Xanana Gusmão Reading Room” (2003) 

· Exhibition and workshops for the Catholic College Opening Event of Fundação São José, Baucau(2003, 2004)

· Exhibition and events celebrating East Timor’s Independence Restoration Anniversary at the Timorese Cultural Center Uma Fukun, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth, Sport (2004)

· “Être. The Face of Human Rights” photo exhibition curated by Lars Muller at Arte Moris exhibition halls, with paintings from Arte Moris and documentaries by Centro Audiovisual Max Stahl Timor Leste.  Music by the Arte Moris Rabenta Stomp Band, Arte Moris HaKa- Djembe group, the rock band Galaxy and performances by Bibi Bulak (2005) The paintings are now exhibited at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 2006. 

· “Living Culture – Cultura Moris” an ethnographic exhibition at Arte Moris exhibition halls, from a rare national collection of ancient artifacts from Timor-Leste combined with the permanent collection of contemporary artworks from Arte Moris, curated by Dr. Phyllis Ferguson, Oxford University. (2005)
· Organization of Maria Madeira’s first solo exhibition in Timor Leste, held at Hotel Timor opened by the First Lady, Kirsty Sword Gusmao, and supported by the Embassy of Australia in Dili(2005)
Australia 

· “CDUSU Art Auction”, Exhibition in Darwin and visit of 5 Arte Moris senior students, invited by the Charles Darwin University Students’ Union and The Darwin-Dili Sister City Committee (2004)
· “Arte Moris. Living Art from Timor”, Exhibition in Sydney, visit and courses during 1 month for 5 senior students, invited by COFA (College of Fine Art), New South Wales University. (2004, 2006) 
· Visit to the University of Newcastle and participation in workshops. (2004)
· “Arte Moris”, Exhibition and jam session with Timorese and Australian artists at The Knot Gallery, Surrey Hill. (2004)
· Exhibition and workshops hold for children by 7 senior students, invited by Blue Mountains E.T. Sisters, Lawson NSW (Nov 2006)
· Exhibition and courses for 3 students, Willoughby Workshop Art Centre NSW (Oct-Nov 2006)
· Exhibition at the Embassy of Timor-Leste to Australia to celebrate November 28, Proclamation Day of Independence in 1975(2006)

· Exhibition "heART of Timor-Leste" at the Gordon Gallery of TAFE in Geelong, Victoria, Australia. (2007)
Switzerland:

· “Art from Timor-Leste”, Exhibition at the UN Palais des Nations, in Geneva, Switzerland. (2006)
· “Living Art from Timor Lorosa’e”,Exhibition and events honoring East Timor’s culture in    collaboration with AMZH (Arte Moris Zurich) at ICS (Inter-Community School) in   Zurich/Zumikon, Switzerland. (March –April 2006)
· Exhibitions and presentations in the Italian part of Switzerland following an invitation by Radio Televisione Svizzera / Italiana (RTSI) (June 2007)
FUTURE PROGRAMS and Plans 

Currently plans are in place for initiatives to continue the development of ARTE MORIS students and to benefit the community as a whole. These initiatives include planning for:

· Continuing to increase opportunities for teachers and students from all over East Timor to participate in workshops, including workshops for orphans & disadvantaged people.

· To expand international exchanges and possibilities for our senior students to participate in teachings overseas.

· Production of artistic works such as murals to enhance public facilities such as hospitals and local orphanages.

· Dili-based students to be sent to the districts to give workshops and do mural paintings with students local to each district.

· Exhibitions overseas and expansion of master classes with international artists and professionals.

· To attract more international professionals for art related tuition.

· To consolidate existing international collaboration.

· To continue the set up of the new Arte Moris branch in Baucau, Timor Leste. 

· Finding overseas scholarships in fine art for our senior students.
· To collaborate with the Ministry of Education and Culture towards a National Fine Art School. 

Contributions made to our Arte Moris bank account in are most welcome.

ANZ Dili          SWIFT: ANZBTLDI    BSB: 018950
Account no: 1011085034030  

BNU Timor     SWIFT: BNULMOX


Account no: 3577846-10-001

Donations in Switzerland (without tax exemption yet) can be made to our Post Office account in Zurich 

85-539717-6
                             

For Australian residents, tax-exempt contributions can be made through AFAP (Australian Foundation for the Peoples of Asia and the Pacific).

Cheques made payable to:
Bank transfers made payable to:

“AFAP” for the attention of Tekee Media Inc.
AFAP Overseas Aid Fund

P.O. Box 12
Tel: +61 2 9906 3792
National Australia Bank

Crows Nest
Toll Free: 1 800 007 308
BSB 082 048

NSW, 2065
Fax: +61 2 9436 4637
Acc. 509412614

Australia
afsp@mpx.com.au
Message: AFAP for Tekee Media Inc.
We also would like to extend a very special thanks to all our East Timorese and international friends who share the ARTE MORIS vision.

For any further information and images, please visit our website at http://www.artemoris.org
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